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Royal Commission Inquiry Abuse In Care Presbyterian Support
South Canterbury Public Apology

Presbyterian Support South Canterbury (PSSC) acknowledges the final report, the findings
and the recommendations of the Royal Commission of Inquiry into historical abuse in state
care and in the care of faith-based organisations during 1950-1999.

PSSC ran a children’s home, simply known at the Children’s Home from 1918 till 1977. In
1977 the Home was renamed North Haven and provided short term care. PSSC stopped
providing care in 1987.

As an organisation we are deeply sorry for any abuse which may have taken place at the
home. We wish to acknowledge the hurt and pain that has been caused in the past to those
in care. The abuse and mistreatment of tamariki, (children), rangatahi (young people) and
vulnerable adults was never ok, and this is certainly not who we are today.

Those people who have come forward with their stories have shown amazing fortitude and
resilience. It is never easy to share stories of abuse and neglect. These stories needed to be
told, and you needed to be acknowledged for having done so. These stories have made a
difference for many.

The organisation strongly condemns any form of abuse and is committed to its vision of an
equitable, compassionate and inclusive society. We will continue to do our utmost to
advocate for the protection of all vulnerable people. We are committed to learning from the
past to ensure that such things never occur again.

PSSC no longer provides direct residential care to tamariki or rangatahi however | want
anyone who lived in our home to know that you can still make contact and share your story.
We are here to listen to you and to help you. We will hear you.

We are committed to implementing the recommendations that have been set out in the
Royal Commission Report. We need to ensure this sort of abuse and neglect cannot ever
happen again.

Once again Presbyterian Support South Canterbury unreservedly apologises for any abuse
that took place. We cannot undo the past, but we can acknowledge the hurt that was done
and to help to build a better future.
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Making a difference together




